
William Washington Penix
was born on March 21, 1857 at
Broke Leg Falls, Menifee County,
Kentucky.  He was the son of
James Penix who was born in
Floyd County, Kentucky and Nancy
Pierce who was born in Morgan

County, Kentucky.
William was married to

Nancy Carolyn Quicksall 9  on
June 17, 1875.  Nancy was the
daughter of Rev. James Quicksall
and Mary Ferguson Burton.  They
had a total of eleven children
during the years of their
marriage.

On February 10, 1921
William purchased a house and
lot for $27.00 in Olympia,
Kentucky from Bat and Julie
Cabinet of Penna, a black couple
9 See the section titled Nancy Caroline Quicksall for 
a complete background on the heritage for Nancy.

who allegedly took care of James
Penix who was bound out as a

child.  Sarah may have gone back
to her Davis family.  It appears
that they were very poor.

William was a member of the
Christian church where for over
fifty years was an officer of
t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  t h e
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W.W. Penix and Nancy Penix
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The Penix Family
William Washington Penix

1 8

Broke Leg Falls area where W.W. Penix was born and Where he was married.



superintendent of the Sunday
school.  He was a member of the

Masonic Lodge for sixty-one
years.  He taught school at the
age of seventeen and was the
first sheriff of Menifee County,
a position which he held for
several years.  He also was
engaged in the mercantile
business for several years with
his father James in Olympia,
Kentucky.  The business was
eventually sold to Sam Swartz.

He died on February 8, 1944
at the age of 86 in his home in
Olympia, Kentucky.  His burial
was in the Old Fields graveyard
and was under the auspices of
Bath Lodge No. 55, F. & A. M.
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Store owned by W.W. Penix.

The W.W. Penix family in 1896.  From
left to right are James, William, Ben,

Queen, Nancy holding Tom and John
with his bike.
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Ads for store owned by James and W.W. Penix.



The Penix Family
William Washington Penix

2 1

Ads for store owned by  James and W.W. Penix.
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Store letter written by W.W. Penix.
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First page of marriage certificate for W.W.  and Nancy Penix.
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Second page of marriage certificate for W.W. and Nancy Penix.
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John, Jim, Bertha and Ida Penix in their younger days.

The W.W. Penix family in older days.  Front row: John, Tom, William W.,
Stanley, Nancy and Ruth.  Back row: Queen, Charles, James and Ben .



The Penix Family
William Washington Penix

2 6

Funeral notices for Nancy and William Penix and Masonic resolution for William.



The children of William and
Nancy are:

Ida Mae Penix  died at the
age of 5 in 1886.

Bertha Amory Penix  died
at the age of 3 in 1886.

Mary Nancy Penix  died at
the age of 1 in 1886.

James William Penix  born
in 1877 and died in 1934.

John Monroe Penix  born in
1878 and died in 1965.  John is
the next in the line of
descendants.

Charles Leon Penix  born
in 1887 and died in 1911.

Benjamin Franklin Penix
born in 1889 and died in 1971.

Ann Elizabeth  (Queenie)
Penix  born in 1891 and died in
1977 10 .

Thomas Quicksall Penix
born in 1893 and died in 1973.

Ruth Emily Penix  born in
1896 and died in 1944.

Stanley Coll ins Penix
born in 1899 and died in 1975.

The first eight children
were born in Menifee county and
the last two were born in Bath
county.

See following sections for
more informat ion on the
children.
10 See appendix for Strange Romance story about 
the life of Elizabeth Ann (Queenie) Hovermale.
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The Quicksall family
Jonathan Erastus Quicksall

settled near Richmond, Virginia.
He married a young widow, Mrs.
Sarah Richards on December 21,
1802.  Her maiden name was
Clarke and she was born in
Maryland.  In this marriage
there were six sons and three
daughters.  One of the sons from
this marr iage was James
Quicksall.

James Quicksall was born in
Rockingham county, Virginia on
March 3, 1811.  He died on
August 4, 1854.  In his youth
his father and mother moved to
Tazewell county, Virginia where
he resided for many years.  He
married a widow by the name of
Steele who was the daughter of
Jeremiah Claypoole.  She was of
English and Irish extraction.
Her maiden name was Matilda
Claypoole.

In this marriage there were
four children born.  Jonathan
Erastus Quicksall (1834-1905),
Rebecca Quicksall Davis (1838-
?), John Wallace Quicksall
(1847-1903) and Lemuel Burkette
Quicksall who died in 1852 at
the age of 9 years.

In 1847 James Quicksall
moved his family to Kentucky and
settled on Caney Creek near West
Liberty, the county seat of
Morgan county, Kentucky.  He was
a minister of the Gospel in the
Primitive Baptist Church of
America.

After the death of Matilda,
James married Mary "Polly"
Burton, the widow of Samuel
Burton.  Mary was the daughter
of John Ferguson of Morgan
county.  To James and Mary was
born a daughter named Nancy
Caroline Quicksall who became a
teacher and eventually married

William W. Penix.  They settled
in Frenchburg and then later
moved to Olympia, Kentucky.

The Ferguson family
William Ferguson was born

in North Ireland and was most
likely Scotch-Irish on August
11, 1755.  He died in August of
1839.  William had a son named
John who was born in 1794 and
died in 1884.  This son John
married Betsy Williams born on
November 20, 1796 in 1813.

John and Betsy had eleven
children of of which was Mary
Ferguson.  This is the Mary
Ferguson that eventually married
James Quicksall.

The following is a copy of
an article that appeared in the
Pike County news, Pikeville,
Kentucky on Thursday, October 2,
1969 as a historical article in
the Appalachian Notebook section
written by Henry P. Scalf.
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The two things to the
left are the front and back of a
bookmark purchased in
S c o t l a n d  b y  J e s s e
Underwood.  The front shows
the plaid and crest while the
back gives some information
for the Fergusson clan.



Fourmileburn 11 which seems
to have been the home of our
line of Fergusons since the 17th
century is situated in the
valley of the Sixmilewater River
near the eastern shore of the
Lough Neagh, was the home of
John Ferguson.

Robert  Ferguson, the
"covenanter" was the ancestor of
John.  Robert lost everything,
including his estates, leaving
nothing but the clothes on their
backs (Cromwell's day).

The first line of Fergusons
to come to America (in 1771) was
Josiah Ferguson who was born in
1725 in Belfast, County Down,
Ireland.  He died in Fayette
county, Kentucky.  The woman he
married was also born in Belfast
in 1729.

The Williams family
The Williams 12 generation is

old in America and also in
Morgan County. Van Drennen Hicks
of Oar Ridge, Tennessee searched
the records in libraries of
Philadelphia, Washington, D.C.,
Transylvania College, Lexington,
University of Kentucky and the
University of Tennessee.  He
found Valuable information
concerning Daniel Williams.

Thomas Williams signed the
Mayflower Pact in 1620, but died
that  winter.  He had a son
named Edward Williams.  Edward
Williams had a son, Roger
Wi l l i ams  who  l i ved  in
Philadelphia, not the Rhode
Island Roger Williams, for he
had no sons.
11  This information was provided by Rhonda Leach.  
This information was given to Mrs. Leach's husband 
by his great aunt.
12 Taken from Early Morgan County by Arthur C. 
Johnson, 1974.

R o g e r  W i l l i a m s  o f
Philadelphia had a son Thomas
Williams, father of Elder Daniel
Williams.  Thomas was a sheriff
of Burks County, Pennsylvania.
He married Mary Lydia Emory and
to this union were born Daniel
Williams in 1753 and Isaac
W i l l i a m s  i n  1 7 5 4 ,  i n
Philadelphia.

Thomas Williams died in
1754 and his wife married Evans
Davis in 1756.  They had a son
Samuel Davis, born in 1758.
Samuel Davis had a son,
Jefferson Davis, born in
Kentucky who became the
President of the Confederate
States.

Evans Davis, his wife and
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Captain John T Williams
From a copy of an old tintype

provided by Lynn Nickell.
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This is a copy of a card showing the people that signed the Mayflower Pact in
1620.  Note that the middle part of the card was cut so that the name of Thomas

Williams could be shown near the bottom.



his stepsons, Daniel and Isaac
left Philadelphia and settled in
Wilkes County, Virginia, now
Wilkes County, North Carolina.
Evans Davis died in 1765.
Daniel Williams got a good
education and became a lawyer
and later a Baptist preacher.

Daniel Williams came to
Kentucky with Daniel Boone on
his second trip in 1775. He
helped build the fort at
Boonesborough and helped defend
it against the Indians. He went
back to North Carolina in 1776
and joined the North Carolina
army and fought in South
Carolina and Georgia in several
battles.  He was commissioned a
First Lieutenant in the Sixth
Regiment of the North Carolina
regular army.  He made Captain
in April 1777.  He came to
Kentucky and fought at Blue Lick
Springs in 1782.

Daniel Williams married
Violet Crough at Boonesborough
in 1787 and Squire Boone
performed the ceremony.  Daniel
and his wife had twelve
children.  Most likely five of
the children were born at
Boonesborough, two or three in
Montgomery County and the others
at West Liberty in Morgan
County. He settled in Morgan in
1804. He was the first to build
a cabin and settle where West
Liberty now stands.

Daniel Williams obtained
100 acres of government land in
Montgomery County in 1793 and
settled on Lulbegrud Creek where
he formed the Lulbegrud Church
of Regular Baptists in 1793.
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